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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 2703 

EXDIS 

JERUSALEM FOR SECRETARY'S PARTY 
E O 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MOPS, XF, IS, FR, RO 

SUBJECT: AN OFFICIAL ISRAELI ACCOUNT OF MAALOT TRAGEDY 

1. MFA DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL EVRON TOLD US TODAY THAT 
DEMANDS OF FEDAYEEN WHO SEIZED MAALOT SCHOOL YESTERDAY AND 

OF THEIR HEADQUARTERS ABROAD WERE SO VAGUE INITIALLY AND BECAME 
SO UNREASONABLE IN AFTERNOON THAT GOI, WHEN FEDAYEEN RESOLUTELY 
REJECTED ALL PLEASE FO DEADLINE EXTENSION, COULD ONLY CONCLUDE 
THERE HAD BEEN NO GENUINE FEDAYEEN INTENTION FROM OUTSET TO 
EFFECT EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS FOR CHILDREN. 

2. EVRON, WHO SAID HIS ACCOUNT WAS BASED ON GOS GUR S BRIEFING 
OF CABINET LAST EVENING, STATED: (A) ROMANIANS TOLD ISRAELIS 
BEFORE 1 1 AM THAT IF GOI GAVE ASSURANCE PRISONERS WOULD BE 
RELEASED AND EXPLAINED HOW THEY WOULD BE TRANSPORTED TO SYRIA, 
ROMANIA WOULD GET CODEWORD FROM PDFLP. ISRAELIS COMPLIED. 
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(B) ONLY AT 1 1 AM DID ISRAELIS RECEIVE NAMES FROM FEDAYEEN IN 
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SCHOOLHOUSE OF THOSE PERSONS WHOSE RELEASE WAS DEMANDED. FIRST TWO 
PERSONS ON LIST WERE TO SELECT ADDITIONAL PRISONERS TO BE ADDED TO 
LIST. HOWEVER, SECOND PERSON HAD DIED IN 1972 SABENA HIJACKING, 

AND WHEN ISRAELIS ASKED THIRD PRISONER ON LIST TO MAKE SELECTIONS, 

HE HAD TROUBLE MAKING UP HIS MIND. ALSO, THERE WERE DUPLICA- 
TIONS IN HIS AND FIRST PERSON'S SELECTIONS WHICH HAD TO BE 
SORTED OUT. (C) IN ADDITION TO TIME THUS LOST IN COMPILING LIST, 

ISRAELIS HAD TROUBLE LOCATING THESE INDIVIDUALS AND FOUND THEY WERE 
IN PRISONS SCATTERED ALL OVER ISRAEL. 

3. EVRON CONTINUED THAT ONLY IN EARLY AFTERNOON 

DID FRENCH AMB FINALLY RECEIVE AUTHORIZATION FROM JOBERT 

TO SERVE AS INTERMEDIARY (BUT WITH INSTRUCTION TO AVOID 

BECOMING HOSTAGE). AMB WAITED ANXIOUSLY IN FRENCH 

CONSULATE AT HAIFA TO RECEIVE CODEWORD FROM PARIS 

BUT THEN AGREED TO ISRAELI REQUEST TO COME TO MAALOT. WHEN 

ISRAELIS TOLD FEDAYEEN IN SCHOOLHOUSE THAT HE HAD ARRIVED, THEY 

REFUSED TO DEAL WITH HIM IN ABSENCE OF CODEWORD AND WARNED 

THEY WOULD SHOOT AT ANYONE CLAIMING TO AMB BUT LACKING CODEWORD. 

4. EVRON SAID THAT ONLY ABOUT FIVE PM DID ROMANIAN AMB RECEIVE 
PDFLP TERMS FROM BUCHAREST. FOR FIRST TIME, ISRAELIS WERE 
INFORMED THAT PDFLP WOULD MAKE CODEWORD AVAILABLE ONLY AFTER 
PRISONERS HAD LANDED IN SYRIA. TERMS ALSO WERE ESCALATED WITH 
DEMAND THAT CHILDREN ALSO BE TAKEN TO SYRIA. SINCE TIME WAS 
NEEDED TO PREPARE UN AIRCRAFT FOR PRISONERS, ISRAELIS 

PLEADED WITH FEDAYEEN IN SCHOOLHOUSE FOR DEADLINE EXTENSION BUT WERE 
RESOLUTELY REBUFFED. (THIS WAS BORNE OUT BY ISRAELI RADIO 
INTERVIEW TODAY WITH ONE OF SURVIVING CHILDREN, WHO SAID 
FEDAYEEN INSIDE SCHOOLHOUSE TOLD CHILDREN THAT DEADLINE 
POSTPONEMENT UTTERLY OUT OF QUESTION.) CABINET THUS HAD TO CHOOSE 
BETWEEN TRYING TO RESCUE SOME OF CHILDREN OR RISK EXPLOSION 
KILLING ALT.. 

5. EVRON HAD NOT READ FRENCH AMB'S INTERVIEW TITH 
TODAY'S AFTERNOON ISRAELI PAPERS (JERUSALEM 908 NOTAL) 

QUESTIONING GOI VERSION OF EVENTS, AND OFFERED NO COMMENT. 

HE CONFIRMED NEWS REPORT THAT EBAN WAS MEETING WITH FRENCH 
AMB TONIGHT. 

KEATING 
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